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Research status and development trend of piano
improvisation in China
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Abstract: Research on piano improvisation has mainly relied on qualitative descriptions, with few studies using quantitative
analysis.!"! This paper takes a primarily quantitative approach, complemented by qualitative analysis, using data from the
China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) database. The authors used CNKI system tools and knowledge graph tools
to analyze 3414 articles on the topic of “improvisational performance” published between 1980 and 2021. They found that
the field is gradually being led by core authors such as Wei-Quan Sun and Yue-Hua Wu, and core literature such as New
Compilation of Piano Improvisation Accompaniment Tutorial and Why Piano Improvisation Develops Slowly in China
- Musings on Music. The research focuses on improvisational accompaniment, course teaching, and skill training, with
emerging interdisciplinary fields such as music therapy and jazz becoming increasingly popular.
Keywords: piano improvisation; CNKI; bibliometry; status and trend
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