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A Study on the Japanese onomatopoeia and mimicry word “sound symbol”

Shuya Hua
Zhuhai University of Science and Technology, Zhuhai, Guangdong 519040

Abstract: There are many onomatopoeia and mimicry words in Japanese, which are not only the key but also a big difficulty
in Japanese learning. Especially for Japanese learners whose native language is not Japanese, the lack of sound and symbolic
understanding of Japanese onomatopoeia and mimicry makes it more difficult to learn Japanese onomatopoeia and mimicry words
due to the lack of precise language sense. Therefore, this paper examines the symbolic meaning of Japanese onomatopoeia and
mimicry words from the structural features and clear and voiced sounds, so as to clarify the correlation between their pronunciation
and meaning, in order to deepen the understanding of foreign Japanese learners of Japanese onomatopoeia and mimicry words.
Keywords: Japanese onomatopoeia; “Sound symbol”; Structural characteristics; Dullness
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