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Research on the construction of death meaning in
unnatural films from the perspective of multimodal

implicit metonymy
—— Take Coco as an example

Mengnian Zhang
Tianjin Foreign Studies University, Tianjin 300204

Abstract: This paper uses the movie “Coco” as the corpus, based on the perspective of multimodal hidden metaphors, to

explore how non-natural narrative multimodal discourses employ various modes such as images, sounds, and text to naturalize

non-natural elements, achieve discourse coherence, and construct the meaning of death. The study discovers that metaphors

construct the thematic meaning and attitude towards death in the film, often with the assistance of metaphoric transformations.

The interactive synergy between multimodal hidden metaphors and metaphoric transformations constructs the film's theme,

expressing a positive attitude towards death, and successfully normalizing non-natural scenes and events.
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