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Material and Spirit: Aesthetic interpretation of enclosed
space in Hollywood horror films

Ting Liu', Jing Li®
1. Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang, Hebei, 050010
2. Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, Fujian, 350007

Abstract: Film art is a composite of time and space, but in the realm of film studies, “time” has long overshadowed the
exploration of “space.” It wasn't until the 20th century that scholars in Western humanities and social sciences shifted their
focus to “space,” turning spatial ontology into pragmatism, a transformation known as the “spatial turn.” In movies, just like
other creative techniques, space can provide narrative groundwork, create suspense in storytelling, and convey deeper layers
of spiritual meaning. As a classic type of spatial aesthetics, enclosed spaces are particularly significant in terms of their formal
features and their role in visual expression. This paper uses classic Hollywood horror films as an example, analyzing the forms
and aesthetic value of enclosed spaces in horror cinema from two aspects: the physical enclosed space's form and the aesthetic
construction of psychological enclosed spaces. It explores how the images of enclosed spaces outside the screen engage the
emotions of the audience and draws them into the realm of enclosed spaces within the film.

Keywords: Horror Movies; Space Aesthetics; Enclosed Space
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