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The Policy Orientation of Overseas Trade in Ancient China

Ji Yuxi
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Abstract: The “openness” or “closure” of ancient Chinese overseas trade policies was a long-standing academic case that remained
unresolved. Fundamentally speaking, this is due to the complexity and multifaceted nature of historical phenomena, which often leads
to vastly different qualitative analysis conclusions due to the “selection of essence and concentration” . The qualitative judgments
of “openness” and “closure” based on contemporary perspectives can be considered as feasible paths for discussing ancient China’s
foreign policy, but this analysis path also has its limitations: firstly, it is easy to fall into the binary opposition analysis mode of “openness
closure”, emphasizing one side and ignoring or covering the other side; Secondly, it is difficult to reveal the complexity, diversity,
and historical logic behind ancient Chinese foreign policies as a whole; Thirdly, “openness” or “closure” is only a subjective evaluation
of overseas trade policies by observers, rather than the logic of the policy itself, failing to reveal how the internal logic of policy
formulation achieves the expected political and economic goals. Continuing the research on this issue requires exploring new analytical
paths beyond the binary judgment of “open closed” . This article intends to conduct a long—term examination of the orientation of
ancient Chinese overseas trade policies, attempting to understand the historical logic of the evolution of ancient Chinese foreign trade
policies from another perspective.
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