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Comparative appreciation of the language
characteristics of The Merchant of Venice

—— excerpt from Act IV, Game 1
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Abstract: Shakespeare is known as “Zeus on the Olympus of Human Literature”. “The Merchant of Venice” is one of the
early representatives of Shakespeare. This work created lifelike characters, eulogized the spirit of humanism, and exposed the

disadvantages of early capitalism. This paper takes the

court trial, the climax of the whole play as the research content,
combines with Shakespeare's creation experience, analyzes the charm of the original text in rhythm, artistic conception,

rhetoric and image, and conducts a comparative study on the translation of Zhu Shenghao and Fang Ping to explore their

translation strategies, so as to provide reference for the future translation of Shakespeare opera.
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g - Y (William Shakespeare, 1564-1616 ),
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5 1: PORTIA: Shed thou /no bloody/nor cut /thou less/
But just/a pound/of flesh;/if thou/cutt’ st more
Or less/than a/just pound,/——be it/but so/much
As makes/it light/or heav/y in/ the substance
Or the/divi/sion of/the twenti/eth part ......
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2. As there is no firm reason to be render’ d,

Why he cannot abide a gaping pig;
Why he, a harmless necessary cat; why he.......
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%13 You’ 11 ask me, why I rather choose to have

a weight of carrion—flesh than to receive three thousand
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4. SHYLOCK: What would’ st thou have a serpent
sting thee twice?...... Like your asses and your dogs and mules

5. ANTONIO: T am a tainted wether of the flock,
...weakest kind of fruit......

#116: PORTIA: It droppeth as the gentle rain from
heaven......
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7. SHYLOCK: The pound of flesh, which I demand
of him...If you deny me, fie up your law!
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#118: ANTONIO: You may as well go stand upon
beach...you may as well as use question with wolf......
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%19: PORTIA: Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest,
it blesseth him that gives, and him that takes......
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