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The traditional marriage custom culture of Zhejiang
and its translation
—— Take “Shili Red Makeup” in Ninghai area of eastern Zhejiang as an example

Qianlin Tan
Hangzhou Normal University Hangzhou, Zhejiang 311121

Abstract: In the old days, in Ninghai, Zhejiang Province and the eastern part of Zhejiang Province, every time a bride was
married, there was often a grand scene in which the dowry procession stretched for several miles, so it was called “Ten Miles
of Red Makeup”. In 2008, this marriage custom was listed in China's national intangible cultural heritage list. Intangible
cultural heritage is an important symbol of the historical and cultural achievements of a country and a nation, and an important
part of excellent traditional culture. Therefore, it is of great significance to study the translation of the traditional marriage
custom culture “Ninghai Shili Red Makeup”. There are many kinds of furniture in Shili Red Makeup. The translator chose
four representative words with rich cultural connotations, namely Shili Red Makeup, Wedding Bed, Sedan, Mud Gold Color
Paint, which cover customs, furniture and manufacturing techniques. On the basis of predecessors, the translator tried to do
translation research from different perspectives such as appearance and manufacturing techniques, and made in-depth analysis
from the cultural level. Through this article, readers can understand the story behind Shili Red Makeup, and it is of great
significance for Chinese excellent traditional culture to go abroad.

Keywords: Shili red makeup; Translation methods; Intangible cultural heritage; Marriage custom culture in Zhejiang
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PFEX1: red sedan”

P32: bridal sedan chair”
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¥ 4: bridal sedan chair, which is made of the lightest
and most durable woods.
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P& 3C5: bridal sedan chair, which is carved with
auspicious patterns.

3. il R

RN B PR T T, BRI R R
YEIE, WS DA RE, TR, ERELL R AR R SR %
HMILE UG 2 LA 4 S5 RRD AR, AiffS TP, AR
ToMET. BT, mIL, TET -8, 2O00E-
A THARESERL, PHULXFR “J7 T4,

P23 6: Wangong sedan chair, the production of which

requires 10, 000 working hours to complete.
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% 7. bridal sedan chair, which demonstrates the
financial conditions and status of Chinese kins.
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P 3 8: Wangong sedan chair, which is intangible
cultural heritage.
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PE3C9: Qiangong bed, the production of which requires
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1, 000 days to complete.
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P X 10: red marriage bed, which is made of light,
fragrant and beautifully shaped woods.
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P& 3 11: red marriage bed, which symbolizes having a

son to carry on the family name.
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PF X 12: red marriage bed, which is heavily decorated

with carvings, vividly telling the traditional Chinese stories.
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coating material, which is made of glue and powdered gold or
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