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A Cognitive Contrastive Analysis of the Metaphors of
Animal Idioms in English and Chinese
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Abstract: Animal idioms are widely used in both English and Chinese. They are idioms with metaphorical meanings based on

animal characteristics and have a high frequency of use. It not only reflects the richness of the language, but also carries the

unique and diverse national culture. Metaphors based on animal idioms are not only a linguistic phenomenon, but also a way

of thinking for people to recognize the world. This paper uses the concept of metaphor in cognitive linguistics to explore the

homogeneity, heterogeneity and mutual absence of metaphors in English and Chinese animal idioms. And further analyze the

reasons for the similarities and differences between English and Chinese animal idioms. This paper aims to deepen people's

understanding of the mechanism of animal metaphor, and further improve the level of cross-cultural communication.
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