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Analysis of China-Related News in Portuguese Media
from the Perspective of Framing

—— The Case of Elephant Migration in Yunnan

Si Chen
University of Lisbon, Lisbon, Portugal, 1649-004

Abstract: The migration of wild elephants in Yunnan province in 2021 has attracted wide attention both at home and

abroad. In Portugal, the westernmost part of Europe, several mainstream news media have also reported on it. The article

takes the report of the Portuguese news media on the migration of wild elephants as an example, analyzes the construction

of media frames through the content analysis method. The study found that the Portuguese media mainly used three

news frames- Action Frame, Emotion Frame and Conflict Frame in the related reports, which objectively reflected the

affectionate behavior from both the Chinese government and the masses. The overall tendency of the report was fairly

positive, expressing recognition and appreciation for the protection work of the wild elephants in China, but also remaining

concern about the complex situation of elephant-human symbiosis. Finally, some suggestions are proposed on the media

frames construction for China’s external communication.
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