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A Study on Translation of Red Sorghum from the
Perspective of Skopos Theory
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Abstract: This thesis based on the Skopos theory is to explore the translation methods employed in Howard Goldblatt” Red
Sorghum. This novel is very classic, representing the indomitable vitality and national spirit of people in Gaomi, Shandong
Province, in the 1930s and 1940s. There are a lot of culture-loaded words, dialects of Gaomi and rhetoric in the novel.
Therefore, in an effort to make the target language readers understand Red Sorghum, Howard Goldblatt’s needs to adopt
specific processing methods according to the purpose of translation during the translation process. The significance and value
of this thesis lies in enriching the diversified research angles of this novel, exploring the English translation methods used by
translators, and facilitating Chinese culture to be spread and exchanged with Western culture.
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1. B
1512
T EAHLIRE L, ZHEA R, SWEEENE,

FRIRSCT IR, (LD 35 ) L 2012:7)
J¥1# : Their roots buried in the dark earth, they soaked up
the energy of the sun and the essence of the moon; moistened

by the rain and dew, they understood the ways of the heavens
and the logic of the earth. (Red Sorghum, 1993: 39)
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Vit SCRWTEIIYIHE: SESTR R SCTEDR, X
RIS, AASENE AN L, ((Lmik
K ) 2012: 370)

i : Father heard Grandma say, “Even if you can’t
agree, you mustn’t abandon justice and honor. This isn’t the
time or place to fight. Take your fury out on the Japanese.” (Red
Sorghum: 1993:27)
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71 . It dawned on her that, even though they didn’t
know each other, their lives were already as close as fish and
water. Their sole encounter had been lightning quick and was
over in a flash, like a dream, yet not like a dream. She had
been shaken to the depths of her soul, overcome by spirits. (Red
Sorghum, 1993:91)
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(CLRBRFE), 2012:133)

PRiF . From that day on, Granddad and grandma shared
their love like mandarin ducks or Chinese phoenixes. (Red
Sorghum: 1993:40)
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P18 : “Granddad, also shaved, —— watching the funeral
master instruct my father in the three prostrations, six bows,
and nine kowtows.” (Red Sorghum: 1993:40)
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