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Sustainability of coal mining. Is Germany a post-mining

model for Colombia?

Goerke Jaime, Oscar Kretschmann
(Affiliation: Department of Resources, Colombia)

Abstract: For centuries, coal mining played a crucial role in Germany’s socio-economic history. It not only drove its
industrialization but also supported its recovery after World War II. Since the middle of the 20th century in Germany, this
industry entered a deep crisis mainly due to its high production costs. This led to the final closure of German hard coal
mining in 2018. In Colombia, coal mining has also played an important economic role, especially since the 1980s when the
large concessions began. In Germany, the closure of this industry has entailed great challenges, which have been addressed
through regional structural transformation processes that continue today. Likewise, Germany’s plan to phase out coal from
its energy matrix has also entailed great challenges that have increased due to the current energy crisis in Europe. In the
case of Colombia, global trends to reduce coal consumption will inevitably affect its national finances in the medium term.
A comparative analysis of scenarios of these two countries, along with some projections of energy and coal consumption at
world level, show that certain German experiences, especially regarding the processes of regional structural change, can be
useful in the definition of strategies for the Colombian context.
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