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Hydropower as an Important Renewable Energy Source

Agata Matarazzo*, Martina Sgandurra
Departments Economics and Business, University of Catania, Catania (CT), ltaly

Abstract: Renewable energy sources represent an issue which, nowadays, is earning more and more attention by people,
governments, institutions and international organizations. This issue has been at the centre of many conferences, international
conventions, binding legislations and voluntary standards. Renewable energy sources are part of the energetic sector, but they
can be considered, more appropriately, a specific part of the mentioned sector as they are all characterized by one feature:
they are environmentally friendly ways of producing energy. In other words, renewable energy sources are means to produce
energy that do not imply the exploitation of finite sources, such as oil or carbon, but exploit energy coming from the sun,
Earth, winds, biomasses. This sector is rapidly growing, as recently RE sources have reached the 13% of the total energy
sources and now they are even more used. This paper has the aim to analyse and classify REs and the Italian situation referred
to green energy, showing many successful cases of hydropower plants in different Italian regions. Thus, the installed power
and the environmental conditions of different Italian regions are illustrated, comparing the different results and potentialities
related to each region. It is possible to state that, generally, Italy has seen different stages of development of green energy, with
relevant differences among its regions.
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2 Number Power (MW)
Piemonte 820 27202
Valle d’Aosta 154 959.4
Lombardia 594 5095.6
Trentino Alto Adige 765 3297.1
Veneto 373 11583
Friuli Venezia Giulia 215 502.0
Liguria 80 89.3
Emilia Romagna 170 3392
Toscana 194 367.5
Umbria 41 511.5
Marche 167 2484
Lazo 83 405.7
Abruzzo 66 1011.3
Molise 31 87.7
Campania 55 342,2
Puglia 7 29
Basilicata 14 1333
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