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Dealing Responsibly with the Alcohol Industry in London

Miller Anderson, Hawkins Baber, Harwood Brook
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Abstract: The 2012 UK Government’s Alcohol Strategy for England and Wales has been welcomed broadly and resulted only
in muted criticism within the UK public health community. This is despite strong continuities with previous alcohol industry
constructions of the nature of the problem and preferred policy responses. This is probably because the strategy shows
progress on the public health lobby’s key issue of pricing of alcohol beverages. There are, however, many problems with the
wider content of the strategy, showing little interest in much needed industry regulation other than on price, and an absence
of commitment to investment in research. Some dilemmas posed for the research community are discussed. In England, the
alcohol industry appears to be highly financially dependent upon heavy drinking, and might face significant financial losses
were consumers to drink within guideline levels.
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