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Comparison and Significance of Historical Origin Similarity between British and German
Surnames

Yiran Sun, Ruochen Li
Jilin International Studies University School of western languages Jilin Changchun 130117

Abstract: Name is a symbol for people to distinguish each individual in the crowd.A surname is used to distinguish a family from other
families,and a given name is used to distinguish one member of a family from other members.For language users,surnames are history and
culture,reflecting historical events or social conditions of an era.The origins of German and British surnames contain profound cultural
deposits and many social changes,which will have a non-negligible impact on the process of language learning,application and
cross-cultural communication.Therefore,this paper will study the comparison of the origins of British and German surnames and their
implied meanings,and analyze their research significance.
Keywords: British and German surnames;Culture of origin;Research significance
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