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Interpret the ethical alienation in '""Moth Smoke' from the perspective of symbol consumption

Yiting Wei
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Abstract: Mossin Hamid's major novels, including Moth Smoke (2000), The Reluctant Fundamentalist (2007), How to Get Rich in the
Filthy Asia (2013), and Exit West (2017), Hamid's birth work Moth Smoke was officially published in 2000. In the novel, Hamid

makes a sharp critique of the consumer society under capitalism that has a devastating impact on people's spiritual world. As with the

symbolism of the novel's name, "Moth Smoke," all the struggles people make under the manipulation of consumer society are

ultimately futile, like moths putting out fire. Based on the theory of symbolic consumption, it analyzes the root causes of ethical

alienation in the society depicted in "Moth Smoke".
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