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This paper analyzes some lines in Desperate Housewives from the perspective of cooperation
principle

Hao Huang
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Abstract:The principle of cooperation proposed by Grice is a very important theory in pragmatics, which contains four principles that play
a very significant role in analyzing people's dialogue. Meanwhile, by analyzing the reasons why people violate the four principles in
communication, a deeper level of conversational meaning can be deduced, so as to achieve specific conversational effects such as humor
and irony. Desperate Housewives is a popular American TV series that is popular around the world and popular with many language lovers.
By analyzing the representative lines in Desperate Housewives, this paper aims to explore how people transmit and receive the implicative
meanings and their corresponding effects in the process of conversation from the perspective of the quality principle and the relation
principle of cooperation principle. The results show that violating the quality principle and the relational principle does significantly help to

convey the conversational effect that the speaker intends to convey.
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Andrew: Mom, where did dad go last night?

Bree: He got a last minute call to speak at a medical

conference in Philadelphia. Take your seats.
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Bree: 1 don't feel safe. I was wondering if you could spend

the night.
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Rex: You are in the NRA. You own four guns. If somebody

broke in I'd expect you to protect me.

JURHT, ARATE0RE A NN . A Bk & o R b
A AEAE RS, PUOMMATTR 72 2. T i e S S R 1
ARG . ARIF B et A B2 HLOR S, (H AR M
BA VSR A MSHUERIA, MARELESE TR . fb
M AT HL, SR A R AR T AN R B 2 SR AR A
8o S b, MhAIEANE R iR E . Hik, R
PRI T AR IR, X RIRE], AT, i
AT AR R Tomss. SR, B oA R T FEREAT B A )
R HE R, (RN I8 S A B v A 2 T PRI
3.2 FR KRN

KR B ER], 1EENIZS ST H WRESAER, X
TR T 5 PR S5 IV 8 125 5% ) 2 AR K

P& RN A AEAE R A — ORI SRR 2 T, i AR
Mt P £ 5

Lynette: So your boss made you return her underwear?

Claire: Yeah. After she had already worn them once.

Lynette: Couldn't you have just said no?

Claire: You don't say no to Alexis-*+ If you want to keep your
job.
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Dennis: 1 don't believe that for a second. You and your
husband seem pretty solid. We are going through some tough stuff.
We are in counseling.

Lynette: Oh, really? More steak?
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Lynette: Listen, Alisa, I'm so sorry if I caused a problem. I
just wanted to help.

Alisa: Why? Why did you want to help?

Lynette: Well, because...

Alias: Oh, because I was deaf?

Lynette: No, because your husband was being a total jerk.

Alias: And you've just gotta come in on your white horse and
come to the rescue.Well, guess what? I needn't need to be rescued.

Got that?
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