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Analysis on the Characters in The Magic Barrel from the Perspective of Interpersonal Function

Yalei Miao
Qingdao University Shandong Qingdao 266071

Abstract: Taking the dialogue between Leo and Saltzman in The Magic Barrel as an example, this paper discusses the characters and
interpersonal relationships of Leo and Saltzman in the novel through the analysis of mood and modality under the framework of
interpersonal function theory of functional grammar. In the mood system, by counting the subjects and mood types of personal pronouns,
the author reveals the image of Leo as an excellent rabbi who is low-key and not vain, and the image as a scholar who is not verbal and has
a narrow social circle. At the same time, it also creates Saltzman as an articulate, cunning and kind Jewish businessman. In the modal
system, through the analysis of the types and quantities of modal verbs, the image of a frank and honest rabbi and the image of a

silver-tongued and prudent matchmaker are excavated.
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= must; ought to; need; have to; isto
h will; would; shall; should

& may; might; can; could
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“Sophie P.Twenty-four years.Widow one year.No children.
Educated high school and two years college.Father promises eight
thousand dollars.Has wonderful wholesale business.Also real
estate.On the mother's side comes teachers,also one actor. Well
known on Second Avenue.”
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“There was no need to consider.”
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“The world will dance at your wedding.”
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