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On the Use of Compensation Strategies in English Translations of Chinese Classics
--Take The Analects of Confucius as an Example

Chengyan Pang

Shandong Normal University Shandong Jinan 250300

Abstract: The translation of Chinese classics has always been a hot topic in translation studies. Under the background of globalization, it is

increasingly urgent to let Chinese excellent traditional culture go abroad. The Analects of Confucius is a book of quotations, recording the

classical remarks of Confucius and his disciples, which has exerted a profound influence on the inheritance and development of Chinese

culture. Language differences make it difficult to translate without loss, especially The Analects of Confucius is classical Chinese, which is

more prone to problems in English translation than in vernacular Chinese. This paper will take the English translation of The Analects as an

example to analyze the use of compensation strategies in English translation of Chinese classic books.
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Example 1

ST: THMT, THAU. RTRZH: “ThEH, K
Rzt KRRz

TT1: The Master had an audience with Nanzi.Zilu was not
pleased.Confucius swore an oath,saying,if I have done anything
wrong,may Heaven cast me aside!May Heaven cast me aside!

(Waston,2007:46)

PE# ¥E: Nanzi:The wife of Duke Ling of Wei,notorious for
her adulterous conduct,which why Zilu disapproved of the
meeting.
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Example 2

ST: TH: “REAZR, WAHE, HEErK!”

TT: The Master said“The phoenix does not come;nor does the
River send forth charts.It is all over with me!”(Chai&Chai)
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Example 3

ST: MERKZ, MESENZ.

TT1: There is no greatness like the greatness of Heaven,yet

Yao could copy it.(Wayley 2000:101)

TT2:It is only Heaven that is grand,and only Yao
corresponded to it.(Legge 2014:80)
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Example 4

ST: FH: “mofEilvi. —HmogEL, RFALR”

TT: The Master said“Jen consists in submitting oneself to
li.Submit yourself to li for one day and everyday will accord you
jen.”(Chai&Chai,27)
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Example 5
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TT:Another disciple who heard the above remarks said then

to Confucius,“And [,what do you say of me?”*“You are,”’answered

Confucius,“a work of art.”*“What work of art?”’asked the other.“A

rich jeweled work of art,”was the reply.
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