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The Expression of Female Self-consciousness in Higuchi Ichiyo's Literature

Zhongxing Cui
Northwest Normal University Gansu Lanzhou 730070

Abstract: Higuchi Ichiyo's literature depicts vivid female characters. Women in Ichiyo's writing begin to understand themselves and
consciously think about their relationship with others and society. After the germination of self-consciousness, they have new pursuits: the
pursuit of individual freedom, the pursuit of free love, the pursuit of a married life of equality between men and women, and so on.
However, this is only the initial awakening of self-awareness, and it has not grown to be consistent. Once it encounters resistance, it is easy
to compromise and fall into a lost state. This is also the limitation of female self-consciousness expressed in Higuchi Ichiyo's literature. The
limitations of their self-awareness expression are not only related to the background of the times, but also closely related to Higuchi

Ichiyo's life experience and life concept.
Keywords: Higuchi Ichiyo literature; Women; Self-awareness; Limitation
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