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A Study on English Translation of Culture Loaded Words in Film Subtitles

under Reception Theory
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College of Foreign Languages Jilin Normal University Jilin Changchun 130103

Abstract: High quality film subtitle translation helps Chinese films go global. Translators translate culture loaded words in films into

English, so as to spread Chinese culture. Take the English subtitle of the film Farewell My Concubine as an example. The subtitle involves

the culture loaded words of Chinese Peking Opera and historical allusions. Therefore, subtitle translation is not only the expression of the

film content, but also a kind of cultural transmission and infiltration. Based on reception theory, this paper will analyze the characteristics

of culture loaded words in film subtitle translation, taking the subtitle translation strategy in the film Farewell My Concubine as an

example.
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P 3C: If you think you’ re above everyone else, you’ 1l learn

the hard way.

“CRB ERSCHRI. mAEREE, above — iR
RECECIEIEE Z by AT 7 AL H above BT RESE I A
PSR E R, BoAtAIE A5, B L, ARE 5T
SCHXS L, B ONRE A

Bl 2: AL, XAZT LA,

3. YetIam by nature a girl, not a boy.
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P X : A smile does usher the all-time spring. A tear does

darken all the world.
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£ 3C: You are an expert in all varieties and facets of opera.
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% : My dear sir, this is like a visit from heaven! All you

need to do is sneeze and you get a standing ovation.
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P 3C: I've fallen on bad times, even my horse won’ t run

away to save itself.
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YiiF: If the King of Chu fails to bear himself with majestic

dignity, he's little better than a gangster putting on airs!
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