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English Speaking Difficulties of Thai EFL Post-graduate
Students and Their Attitudes Towards English Speaking

Ling Qin', Xulong Zhang®
1. Sichuan Film and Television Academy, Sichuan Chengdu 611331
2. Xijing University, Shaanxi Xi'an 710123

Abstract: This study investigated the factors affecting English speaking difficulties of Thai EFL graduate students and
their attitudes towards English speaking. This study was conducted at a public university in northeastern Thailand. The
researchers randomly selected 150 Thai EFL post-graduate students as the research participants, who studied English as a
foreign language. The participants came from different learning levels and different majors. This study used a combination of
questionnaires and semi-structured interviews to collect data. The researchers used a questionnaire to collect data on factors
that affect English speaking difficulties. After that, the researchers randomly selected 5-7 respondents to participate in the
interviews to investigate students' attitudes towards English speaking. The study found that the factors affecting speaking
difficulties are divided into psychological factors and linguistic factors. Psychological factors such as worry about making
mistakes in the classroom, fear of negative evaluation, and lack of self-confidence. And linguistic factors such as insufficient
vocabulary, non-standard pronunciation, grammar is not proficient. In addition, the researchers also investigated the attitudes
of Thai graduate students towards spoken English. Most of the students said that they liked to communicate in English, and
felt spoken English would help improve their comprehensive English ability.
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